
PENNY-A-KNIGHT-A-DAY 
 
 

 The Wisconsin State Council’s Penny-a-Knight-a-Day (P.K.D.) program can trace its 
roots to 1970, during the term of then State Deputy Edward Quillin of La Crosse. The 
P.K.D. program was designed to demonstrate Wisconsin Knights of Columbus’ support for 
Catholic education and our bishops’ mission to provide Catholic families in their respective 
diocese access to quality education opportunities. 
 
 The P.K.D. program began and continues today to be focused on soliciting voluntary 
contributions to promote its efforts. Recognizing that Knights of Columbus members’ 
families have significant financial obligations, the program’s founders wanted to make 
participation both affordable and symbolic. In 1970, a penny – one cent was an amount 
any member could set aside daily without burden to his family. Annualized, the daily 
contributions totaled $3.65, which was about the cost of one carton of cigarettes in 1970. 
Symbolically, the Knights of Columbus who smoked were asked to forego a carton of 
cigarettes over the course of a year, less than one cigarette per day. The penance seemed 
inconsequential for the good that could be done to support a value to which all Catholics 
can ascribe. 
 
 The program’s other charm is that its proceeds have always benefited the diocese from 
which they are generated. The Wisconsin State Council’s administrative office faithfully 
tracks contributions by subordinate councils, segregating them by diocese. Each year, the 
amount collected in each diocese is presented to the bishop by the state deputy at the 
diocesan meeting. Because the subordinate councils in each diocese are represented at the 
diocesan meetings, this is an opportunity for members to affirm with their presence as well 
as their financial resources the Order’s support for our bishops and their teachings 
authority. 
 
 In today’s term, the penny represents far less value in its purchasing power. Whereas 
in 1970 the penny could buy some small amount of candy or chewing gum, or could be used 
to “plug” a parking meter for 12 minutes or so, today it’s a nuisance for most Americans. 
The P.K.D. program, however, recognized the synergistic effect of combining its potential 
with other members’ pennies. Assuming a membership of 40,000 in the Wisconsin 
Jurisdiction, $146,000 could be generated if all members contributed. 
 
 Participation in the P.K.D. program must be strictly voluntary. While members 
cannot be required to contribute, the $3.65 can be included on members’ dues bills it must 
be clear that it strictly optional, not an assessment. 
 
 Member information is very important for a successful P.K.D. effort. Brief items 
about the P.K.D. program should be included in the council’s newsletter several times over 
the course of the year. Here are some suggested topics for short newsletter articles: Let 
members know that councils that achieve 100% participation receive special recognition  



at the State Council’s annual convention. Keep Council members posted on how much has 
been collected to date and encourage them to make their contributions by a specific date. 
Urge honorary and honorary life member to participate, noting that P.K.D. donations are 
not part of dues. Frequently, the bishops will announce how they plan to use the money 
when the P.K.D. check is present at the diocesan meetings. Tell your council members how 
much was collected in your diocese and where the money will go. Encourage members who 
have the means to contribute more that $3.65. Their extra “pennies” can help other members 
who do not participate. 
 
 The P.K.D. program need not be restricted to council members. Here are some 
suggestions for broadening the program’s focus: Announcements in parish bulletins can 
generate contributions form other community members. If your parish has a school, 
consider putting a fish bowl or other container in a secure place and invite students to drop 
in their pennies. Hold a fund-raiser bake sale, car wash, pancake breakfast, etc. to raise 
money for the fund. 

CONTRIBUTIONS PER DIOCESE  
YEAR GREEN BAY LA CROSSE MADISON MILWAUKEE SUPERIOR TOTAL

1970 12,391.89      8,009.86         4,990.45          8,896.83          2,612.72          36,901.75          
1971 7,330.27        8,671.66         5,337.45          7,726.28          2,608.18          31,673.84          
1972 5,456.57        6,024.00         5,547.55          8,861.58          2,170.18          28,059.88          
1973 6,283.16        5,926.51         5,499.91          5,475.79          3,164.02          26,349.39          
1974 7,874.35        9,476.69         6,180.29          7,215.37          3,643.26          34,389.96          
1975 6,869.79        5,470.64         6,283.27          7,653.82          3,755.82          30,033.34          
1976 6,690.30        6,084.81         5,804.02          8,556.10          2,890.36          30,025.59          
1977 7,315.30        6,400.66         7,228.32          9,971.64          2,455.79          33,371.71          
1978 9,048.25        6,742.50         11,904.42        9,363.81          2,299.06          39,358.04          
1979 10,871.24      7,528.46         9,621.90          6,689.79          3,740.00          38,451.39          
1980 9,542.02        7,428.03         10,478.88        9,629.96          4,046.78          41,125.67          
1981 10,889.34      7,621.03         11,621.86        9,913.71          4,725.48          44,771.42          
1982 11,156.86      8,933.57         11,669.65        10,984.08        4,717.56          47,461.72          
1983 10,287.76      10,113.32       11,776.50        7,326.80          5,530.25          45,034.63          
1984 10,530.08      8,814.94         12,352.31        10,941.90        6,098.88          48,738.11          
1985 10,687.89      9,371.70         10,869.86        9,822.05          5,422.54          46,174.04          
1986 10,707.93      8,691.38         10,524.86        8,815.33          4,634.88          43,374.38          
1987 10,033.75      10,777.08       9,981.76          10,231.60        5,550.00          46,574.19          
1988 8,208.21        10,144.50       10,304.88        9,338.47          6,332.52          44,328.58          
1989 10,856.20      9,693.86         12,728.80        9,719.17          6,027.82          49,025.85          
1990 9,150.42        10,480.74       8,235.03          10,208.44        5,293.87          43,368.50          
1991 11,532.98      10,434.60       11,040.49        8,032.19          6,219.31          47,259.57          
1992 9,514.72        9,647.44         11,588.78        7,587.45          6,478.18          44,816.57          
1993 11,166.34      10,648.33       9,824.26          9,219.96          5,756.84          46,615.73          
1994 14,004.88      9,292.68         8,839.57          9,418.50          4,762.40          46,318.03          
1995 10,060.33      10,112.31       10,898.97        9,416.24          6,192.60          46,680.45          
1996 13,275.56      10,279.47       11,215.20        8,383.24          5,091.06          48,244.53          
1997 13,008.44      9,853.35         10,240.86        6,476.64          5,450.96          45,030.25          

TOTAL 274,744.83  242,674.12  262,590.10   245,876.74   127,671.32   1,153,557.11   


