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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

MakiMNG &4 DIFFERENCE FOR LIFE

July 1, 2009

Worthy State Deputy:

Pope Benedict XV| has declared a “Year for Priests” celebration to be held from June 19, 2009 — June 19,
2010. Our Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson has called upon Knights to actively participate in this celebration,
The next twelve months provide a perfect opportunity for us to give back to the priests who have given so
much to us.

One aspect of this celebration that will be of special interest to you: A pilgrimage of state chaplains to Rome,
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council, will be made from June 17 to 23, 2010. This
pilgrimage is open to only one state chaplain or functioning state chaplain per jurisdiction. More details on this
will follow.

Another part of the Order's program for this yearlong celebration is a new holy card featuring a prayer for
priests. Free copies of this holy card are enclosed with this letter, and you may order more cards for $3.00 per
100. Samples of this prayer card were recently mailed to grand knights. In addition, during this celebration,
please consider distributing “In Solidarity With Our Priests™ buttons (#SWP-1, available in bags of 50 for $8.50
each) fo all attendees at your jurisdiction meetings and events.

An area in which Knights can support seminarians — our future priests — is through the Refund Support
Wocations Program (RSVP). Our Supreme Knight asks us to redouble our efforts for seminarians by making
sure that every man who is studying for the priesthood be supported by a council. The best way to accomplish
this is through RSVP, by which a council provides $500 per year for the personal expenses of a seminarian,
while receiving a $100 refund from the Supreme Council. Councils that cannot provide monetary aid still can
offer moral support and prayers, invite a seminarian to council events and dinners, and write letters to express
solidarity with a man discerning a vocation.

Also, every First Degree ceremony should be conducted in honor of a priest. Those taking the First Degree
should be presented with the special Year for Priests certificates and sign a newly created scroll that will be
presented to the priest who was honored. Both the candidate certificates and the scroll will be available soon
from the Suprame Council. Check www kofc.org/yearforpriests for updates.

Knights of Columbus units are asked to sponsor a priest appreciation dinner to express your thanks to your
priests and council chaplain. At this event, consider presenting the “In Solidarity With Our Priests” (#4362, 25
cents each) certificate to all the attending priests.

Since our founding more than 127 years ago by a priest, Venerable Michael McGivney, our Order has held our
priests in the highest esteem. Thank you in advance for your efforts on behalf of this initiative to honor these
men who are our leaders in the faith. For more ideas on activities to hold during the Year for Priests, visit the
Supreme Council Web site, at www.kofc.org/yearforpriests.

Fraternally,

George Hanna
Senior Vice President
Fraternal Services

T COLUMBUS PLAZA » NEW HAVEN, COMMECTICUT O6510-3326 « TEL. 203-752-4000 « WWW KOFC.ORG
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